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Welcome! 

Your FYI is a monthly round up of all things family support and early

intervention / prevention across the Western trust and beyond.

If you would like to contribute upcoming consultations, training, articles, or

events that practitioners from the community, voluntary or statutory sectors

within the Western Trust will find useful please contact:

Dr Priscilla Magee ïMobile  07880723076     

priscilla.magee@westerntrust.hscni.net

Paul Sweeney ïMobile  07387259117 

paul.sweeney@westerntrust.hscni.net

Quote of the Month



What is Locality Planning?
The 25 Locality Planning Groups (LPG) at a geography that works best for

planning of local services is an integral part of the Children and Young

PeopleôsStrategic Partnership (CYPSP) infrastructure. Across Northern

Ireland, there are approximately 1,532 members of LPG representing 600

different organisations. The strategic expectation is that these multi-agency

groups of frontline leaders contribute to strategic planning through working

closely with Outcomes Groups and Family Support Hubs.

If you wish to become a member of one of the Western LPGs, please contact

either:

Dr Priscilla Magee Paul Sweeney

Southern Sector Northern Sector

(Fermanagh and Omagh) (Limavady, Derry/LôDerry& Strabane}

Southern Sector LPG Meeting Schedule

Fermanagh LPG ï11.00 am -1,00 pm - 15th October 2024 ïOnline.

Omagh LPG ï11.00amï1,00pm - 17th October 2024 ïOnline.

Northern Sector LPG Meeting Schedule

Waterside LPG ï10th October 2024 - 10-11.30am - Hillcrest Trust, An Chroí

Community Hub,10 Trench Rd, Derry, BT47 3UB.

Derry LPG ï25th October 2024 - 11:00am -12:30pm - CEDAR Offices, Unit 3,

Ballinska Business Park, Springtown Drive, Derry BT 48 ONA.



Comment From an FYI Reader

ñMany thanks for latest edition of the FYI newsletter which is very useful. I 

have shared with staff who have found the update on training and 

information on local services really beneficial for their own development 

and for signposting. Local women using our services will find this very 

helpful ïwe have printed copies in all our programmes also.ò

Great job

Many thanks

Rhonda

Rhonda Murphy

General Manager

Derry Well Women

If you wish to share your thoughts about FYI or have any suggestions to

improve it, or items / issues that you think should be included in additional

sections, please contact:

Priscilla (priscilla.magee@westerntrust.hscni.net)

Paul (paul.sweeney@westerntrust.hscni.net)
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Section 1: Family Support

FamilySupportNI- Family support and childcare services 

across Northern Ireland

https://www.familysupportni.gov.uk/


Is your organisation up to date on the range of services Angel Eyes NI

provides? Do you know how to refer families to our service?

We deliver online or face-to-face service presentations for organisations to

support collaborative working and holistic support for families.

Recent feedback from a face-to-face service presentation delivered to Western

Trust Orthoptic team in Omagh recorded increased knowledge of Angel Eyes

NI services, 100% found the presentation relevant to their role and 100%

recommended that other professionals participate in our service presentation.

To enquire or express an interest in arranging a service presentation please

contact ïKerrie.cartmill@angeleyesni.org
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mailto:Kerrie.cartmill@angeleyesni.org


Ending Violence Against Women and Girls

Ending all forms of violence, abuse, and harm against women and girls is one

of the most pressing challenges facing our society today.

This Strategic Framework to End Violence Against Women and Girls (EVAWG)

will address the whole range of gender-based violence, abuse and harm which

is disproportionately experienced by women and girls, and which is rooted in

gender inequality.

Violence against women and girls is a very serious challenge in our society. It

is a problem that is hidden in plain sight and every day we see how it is

affecting the lives of women and girls, wherever they learn, live, and work.

Strategic Framework to End Violence Against Women and 

Girls launched | The Executive Office (executiveoffice-

ni.gov.uk)
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https://www.executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk/news/strategic-framework-end-violence-against-women-and-girls-launched


Section 1: Family Support

Child and Young Person Bereavement Support - Foyle 

Hospice, Northern Ireland - palliative care services and 

support

https://foylehospice.com/our-services/child-and-young-person-bereavement-support/
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Child and Young Person Bereavement Support - Foyle Hospice, 

Northern Ireland - palliative care services and support

https://foylehospice.com/our-services/child-and-young-person-bereavement-support/
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Section Two : Youth Support

info@cashforkids.fm

Cash for Kids Northern Ireland is a grant-giving charity 

helping the children that need it most.

Our grant rounds support children from birth up to and including 18 years of 

age who are vulnerable, come from disadvantaged backgrounds or are living 

with an illness or disability. We also provide a lifeline to many other charities, 

organisations and community groups, funding much-needed services and life-

changing equipment.

The value of a grant is typically from £1,000 to £3,000 but we will happily 

consider applications for larger amounts.

Grant meetings are dependent on the donations we receive, and as such the 

dates may change. Additional funding rounds may also be made available for 

specific campaigns - these will be detailed on our website. All decisions made 

by the board are final, and all applications will receive a response once a 

decision has been made at the meeting.

General Eligibility Criteria

Consideration for grants will only be given to projects aiming to help children 

and young people up to and including the age of 18 years old who are unwell, 

disabled or disadvantaged

If you have any questions or need help with your application please 

contact the charity team on 028 9181 5555 or email info@cashforkids.fm.

mailto:info@cashforkids.fm
mailto:info@cashforkids.fm


Section 3: Cost of Living

www.buttleuk.org/apply-for-a-grant/chances-for-children-grants/

Who are Buttle UK unable to help?

¶ Children and young people where poverty is the main issue

¶ Where family separation or ongoing contact arrangements are the main issue.

¶ Where poor housing or homelessness is the main issue

¶ Looked after children

¶ Children and young people who continue to be in crisis and at serious risk

¶ Children and young people living or normally residing outside of the UK

¶ Where the main reason is disability, ongoing serious illness or the additional needs of a child. 

Please see other funders such as Family Fund Disability Grants

¶ Where the parent or carerôs long term health is or has been the main issue

We do not fund:

¶ Items or activities where there is a statutory responsibility to provide the support

¶ Single items, e.g. an application asking for only a cooker ïplease apply to Family Fund 

Emergency Essentials

¶ Applications requesting mainly household items

¶ Items for parents/carers

¶ Debt repayments

¶ Rent and rent arrears. You could approach Vicarôs Relief Fund

¶ Legal costs

¶ Medical treatment

¶ Where it is only or predominantly therapy or counselling in an application. We have additional 

advice on limits for funding therapy and counselling here

¶ Vehicle insurance or maintenance

¶ Funding that would create an unsustainable situation for the family or young person (i.e. long-

term counselling support, unaffordable activities or long-term childcare etc.)

¶ Organisations seeking funding for chargeable services they provide themselves

Applications must:

¶ Have consent from the parent/carer or young person

¶ Be completed with input from the parent/carer and children or young person

¶ Demonstrate a clear assessment of the emotional and learning needs of the children or young 

person

¶ Demonstrate how the items or activities applied for will address these needs

¶ Show how the grant fits with other support for the children or young person

Please note:

¶ All applications are reviewed on the information provided and it is important that applications 

demonstrate clearly the children and young peopleôs situation in line with the criteria. 

Incomplete information will delay an assessment.

¶ Our support is complementary to statutory funding and not a substitute for it. We always 

expect that statutory funding has been exhausted first.

¶ We have a limited budget and will sometimes have to turn down grants that meet the criteria. 

There can be significant variation from year to year in terms of the funding available.

http://www.buttleuk.org/apply-for-a-grant/chances-for-children-grants/
https://www.familyfundservices.co.uk/emergency-essentials/
https://www.familyfundservices.co.uk/emergency-essentials/
https://smitf.flexigrant.com/
https://support.buttleuk.org/help/do-you-fund-therapy-and-counselling-for-children-and-young-people
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www.buttleuk.org/apply-for-a-grant/chances-for-children-grants/
What are Chances for Children grants?

Individually tailored grants of up to £2,400 for children and young people who have experienced a 

crisis that has recently had a significant and enduring impact on their wellbeing and educational 

engagement.

We fund items and activities to help improve children and young peopleôs wellbeing and increase their 

capacity to engage in education and learning.

Download their quick guide here.

Who can make an application to Buttle UK?

We only accept applications from frontline professionals working for a registered charity, housing 

association or public sector organisation who:

¶ are working directly with the children/young person

¶ have made a full assessment of the childôs or young personôs needs

¶ have carried out at least one home visit (optional for schools and colleges)

If successful, the professional will need to manage the funds, upload receipts within 8 weeks of 

receiving the grant, and complete an evaluation survey.

Download their model for a successful grant application here.

Who does Buttle UK help?

Children and young people must meet the following criteria:

¶ Aged from 2 to 18 (including 18 year olds) if living with parent or carer OR aged 20 and 

under if living independently with little or no support from their family.

¶ Accessing early, primary, secondary or post 16 education/training for a minimum of 12 hours per 

week

¶ Living on a low income and experiencing financial hardship

¶ Have experienced a crisis that has recently had a significant and enduring impact on:

o their wellbeing

o their development and education

¶ The family or young person has recently taken action to improve their situation, are actively 

engaging with support and are moving on from the crisis.

Use their short eligibility guide to find out if you and the family you support are eligible for a Chances 

for Children grant.

What does Buttle UK fund?

They fund holistic packages of support for children and young people that can include, but are not 

limited to:

¶ Items and activities to support learning and development such as laptops, books, wi-fi, 

educational toys, tuition, etc.

¶ Clothing and school uniforms

¶ Social, sporting and leisure activities

¶ Family activities

¶ Items for childrenôs or young peopleôs bedrooms

¶ Household items that are not available from other sources and which directly address the 

childrenôs needs

For children who are unable to stay in their family home, we also fund boarding school places. Please 

click here for more information on Support For Boarding.

http://www.buttleuk.org/apply-for-a-grant/chances-for-children-grants/
https://buttleuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/CCG-Criteria-01.png
https://buttleuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/grant-flow-chart-2.png
https://buttleuk.org/apply-for-a-grant/how-can-buttle-help-me/
https://buttleuk.org/apply-for-a-grant/support-for-boarding/
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Weõre here for consumers in Northern Ireland | Consumer Council

https://www.consumercouncil.org.uk/consumers


Section 3: Cost of Living

The Housing Executive - Oil Savings Network (nihe.gov.uk)

https://www.nihe.gov.uk/housing-help/ni-energy-advice/oil-savings-network


Save the date: Talk Money Week is almost here!

Join us 4-8 November for #TalkMoney Week, where we will be encouraging

people, organisations and partners across the UK to #DoOneThing to

improve financial wellbeing.

A true highlight of the Money and Pensions Service's year, Talk Money

Week helps people to open up about their finances ïfrom pocket money to

pensions ïand continue these conversations all year-round.

Talk Money Week (English)

communications@maps.org.uk

Section 3: Cost of Living

communications@maps.org.uk

https://moneyandpensionsservice.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=876b00eec5e597f5575e5c4dc&id=23d2bf0912&e=2a51a1b65a
mailto:communications@maps.org.uk
mailto:communications@maps.org.uk


BBC Children in Need Pudsey Next Steps opens September 2024

The Pudsey Next Steps funding programme will help achieve greater equity, diversity, and

inclusion in their grant-making. The first round opens 16 September 2024 and focuses on

new applicants working in under-served geographic areas across the UK. Organisations

can apply for grants for up to three years for between £1,000 and £15,000 per year.

Funding will be distributed across the UK based on local priorities. In Northern Ireland,

the Pudsey Next Steps programme welcomes applications from organisations

which are either : Situated in Strabane and Rural County Fermanagh that target

marginalised children and young people impacted by poverty Or Reaching racially

minoritised children and young people impacted by poverty, outside of

the Belfast area. The deadline for Expressions of Interest for the first round of Pudsey

Next Steps funding is 11:59am on Wednesday 16th October 2024. Youôllbe able to apply

from their webpage , which contains further details, from 16th September 2024.

Sported : Cash4Clubs

Sported is delighted to team up with Cash4Clubs to deliver another round of funding in

2024. Grants of £2000 (ú2000 in Ireland) are available for community organisations

working with adults from under-represented communities, delivering sport or physical

activity for social purpose. The 2024 programme is exclusively focused on supporting

adult clubs. They want to offer funding to groups that deliver activities to over 18s only,

with an emphasis on 18ï25 year olds. The funding will be unrestricted but with an

outcome of increasing participation, meaning clubs are able to decide how best to use the

grant to engage more adults from their local communities. The fund is currently open from

Thursday 12 September until Tuesday 12 November 2024. Please be aware that the

programme may close early if they receive a large volume of applications.

Section 3: Cost of Living

https://nicva.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5838488b4625db6430a7f34bb&id=7cff4c0e75&e=c4db114257
https://nicva.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5838488b4625db6430a7f34bb&id=bf300ef08a&e=c4db114257
https://nicva.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5838488b4625db6430a7f34bb&id=919ad0bcdc&e=c4db114257
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Children and Young Peopleõs Autism Service | Western Health & Social Care Trust (hscni.net)

Section 4: Neurodiversity

https://westerntrust.hscni.net/services/childrens-services/children-and-young-peoples-autism-service/


Section 4: Neurodiversity

PD Support Sessions Brochure (n-i.nhs.uk)

http://staffwest.westhealth.n-i.nhs.uk/News/Documents/Trust%20Communication%20Documents/CYP%20Post%20Diagnosis%20Intervention%20Sessions%202024.pdf


Section 4: Neurodiversity

PD Support Sessions Brochure (n-i.nhs.uk)

There are also Autism Intervention sessions for children and adolescents

with a diagnosis who would like to increase their awareness of the

condition.

Dates are available in the brochure - - HERE
The sessions focus on a number of areas including;  

- Talking to my child/young person about Autism

- Building Autism Awareness for Child/Young Person

- Letôs Talk about Behaviour

- Anxiety and Autism 

- The Teenage Years 

- Canôt Sleep Wonôt Sleep

- Supporting Sensory Differences

- Using Visuals to Create Supportive Environments

Booking

Booking is essential and can be accessed through contacting the CYPôs 

Autism Service on the following:

Enniskillen | 02866382103            Omagh | 02882835983                   

Derry/Londonderry | 02871308313

Sessions are delivered both face to face and virtual across the Trust 

areas, facilitated by Autism Clinicians. Please leave your name, contact 

number, email address, childôs name and date of birth and which session

you would like to attend as detailed in the brochure ïHERE

http://staffwest.westhealth.n-i.nhs.uk/News/Documents/Trust%20Communication%20Documents/CYP%20Post%20Diagnosis%20Intervention%20Sessions%202024.pdf
http://staffwest.westhealth.n-i.nhs.uk/News/Documents/Trust%20Communication%20Documents/CYP%20Post%20Diagnosis%20Intervention%20Sessions%202024.pdf
http://staffwest.westhealth.n-i.nhs.uk/News/Documents/Trust%20Communication%20Documents/CYP%20Post%20Diagnosis%20Intervention%20Sessions%202024.pdf
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Circle of Support for Autism Families   
Welcome to our October Newsletter!   

  
We hope all our COS kids are settled back into their school routines and 
are ready to enjoy some new COS programmes as their extra-curricular 
activities  
   

 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM SEPTEMBER 
 
Our COS babies and toddlers enjoyed a fun and interactive four-week 
Coochie coo programme, our COS kids/young people availed of a range 
of activities such as sensory play, cupcake decorating, bowls and a 
make-up class. A number of our kids also began a 14-week good 
relations arts programme with Studio 2 and will enjoy a range of classes 
such as dance, drama and arts & crafts. Our parent/ carers also enjoyed 
a range of activities including yoga, craft making, afternoon tea and a 
breakfast support group. 
 
We also made an exciting announcement- That we received a grant 
through the Access Foundation to deliver Canine Therapy for the very 
first time in COS. 
 
 
WHATôS ON THIS MONTH?  
 
Please see our full October timetable attached.  
 

 
 

info@circleofsupport.org.uk

Section 4: Neurodiversity

mailto:info@circleofsupport.org.uk


Section 6: Digital Safeguarding

Training Brochure Sept 24 - Mar 25 - 2425 (pagetiger.com)

https://westerntrust.pagetiger.com/training-brochure-sept-24-mar-25
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Neurodivergent Young People and Online Games Report

Section 6: Digital Safeguarding

Neurodivergentyoung people and gaming | Internet Matters

Key Findings From Report

Å 9 in 10 neurodivergent young people play video games offline or online.

Å 58% say that gaming makes them happy.

Å 4 in 5 make their own content online.

Å 93% of neurodivergent young people play Roblox.

https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/research/neurodivergent-young-peoples-experience-video-games/?utm_campaign=SBNI%20Online%20Safety%20Hub&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--JEvjZwJ7PbkdcRAK1Yef44oFWnHe7F6483VGZ-ipLRoIzP6dDK5sfk1v_ZfOxQaYBiL_PfTJubARr-El_g9-w415saw&_hsmi=324335544&utm_content=324335544&utm_source=hs_email


Welcome to the SBNI Online Safety Hub Highlights  

  

The Online Safety Hub brings together advice and resources from a range of partner organisations so 

that young people, carers and professionals can easily access advice and resources all in one central 

place. The Young Personôs Hub has supportive and non-judgemental advice for under 13s and 13s 

and older to help them to manage their online lives safely. 

  

 

Promote the hub  

 

 

Submit content  

 

  

Watch the promo 
video   

 

 

Contact the hub   

 

  

Visit the young 
person's hub  

 

 

About the hub  

 

  

Concerned about a child 

or young person?  

¶ Learn about reporting pathways for 

adults.  

¶ Learn about reporting pathways for 

young people  

  

Tell us what you think: 

¶ Complete the survey for young people  

¶ Complete the survey for adults   

  

 

The ReachDeck Toolbar 
 

The ReachDeck toolbar makes the hub content more available to everyone. The speak button shown 

below is located on every page and it can help with speech, reading and translation support.  
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Guidance for Schools on Pupilsõ Personal Use of Mobile Phones 

and other Similar Devices During the School Day - Safeguarding 

Board for Northern Ireland (safeguardingni.org)

Section 6: Digital Safeguarding

https://onlinesafetyhub.safeguardingni.org/guidance-for-schools-on-pupils-personal-use-of-mobile-phones/


What To Do When The News Is Overwhelming - Safeguarding 

Board for Northern Ireland (safeguardingni.org)

Section 6: Digital Safeguarding

https://onlinesafetyhub.safeguardingni.org/what-to-do-when-the-news-is-overwhelming-3/
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Online Safety Hub - Safeguarding Board for Northern 

Ireland (safeguardingni.org)

https://onlinesafetyhub.safeguardingni.org/
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Online Safety Hub - Safeguarding Board for Northern 

Ireland (safeguardingni.org)

How to block inappropriate content on your child's 

smartphone | PSNI

https://onlinesafetyhub.safeguardingni.org/
https://www.psni.police.uk/safety-and-support/online-safety/keeping-children-safe-online/how-block-inappropriate-content-your
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Section 8: Emotional Wellbeing and Mental Health 

Support (Available Northern and Southern Sectors 

of Western Trust)

Catherine@aware-ni.org

Aware NI are offering community and voluntary services within the Western

or Northern Trust areas FREE Mood Matters Mental Health Workshops.

These workshops are designed to promote wellbeing within your

organisation by:

Increasing awareness and understanding of mental health.

Provide practical tools and strategies for managing stress and improving

wellbeing.

Create a supportive environment for open discussions.

Catherine@aware-ni.org

mailto:Catherine@aware-ni.org
mailto:Catherine@aware-ni.org


Section 8: Emotional Wellbeing and Mental Health Support 

(Available Northern and Southern Sectors of Western 

Trust)

sheena@aware-ni.org

mailto:sheena@aware-ni.org
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Support

Mental Health Strategy 2021-2031 | Department of Health 

(health-ni.gov.uk)

To drive the strategic reform needed, the Strategy sets out 35 actions under

three overarching themes.

The first ïpromoting mental wellbeing, resilience and good mental health

across society ïis key to ensure that we reduce the stigma around mental

health, provide early intervention and prevention and provide support across

the lifespan and to those caring for people with mental ill health.

The second ïproviding the right support at the right time ïcovers a range of

service improvements, including improvements in child and adolescent mental

health services, integration of old age psychiatry and psychology into

mainstream mental health services, community mental health and in-patient

services and specialist services. This theme outlines a number of service

improvements that ensure better access to support when it is needed, putting

the personôsneeds at the centre.

The third theme ïnew ways of working ïsets out the changes that will

support the improvements needed across the systems, including a single

mental health service, data and outcomes, workforce planning and research.

https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/publications/mental-health-strategy-2021-2031


Emotional Wellbeing Teams in Schools (EWTS) ðChildren and 

Young Peopleõs Strategic Partnership (CYPSP) (hscni.net)

Section 8: Emotional Wellbeing and Mental Health 

Support

https://cypsp.hscni.net/youth-wellness-web/ewts/
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https://westerntrust.hscni.net/download/441/recovery-

college/20095/rcprospectus2024-autumn-winter-05.pdf

https://westerntrust.hscni.net/download/441/recovery-college/20095/rcprospectus2024-autumn-winter-05.pdf
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