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If you have any information you would like to share across our Locality Planning Group members in Belfast please email:  
LocalityPlanning@belfasttrust.hscni.net 

Stay safe this winter – DHCNI
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Minister Nesbitt launched the Department of Health 
Support While Waiting Grant Scheme.

The Scheme offers grants of £5,000 to £30,000 to voluntary 
and community sector (VCS) organisations delivering 
community-based initiatives that strengthen wellbeing, 
resilience and self-management. These may include mental 
health support, practical assistance, peer programmes, and 
activities designed to help individuals maintain their health 
while awaiting treatment.

The Scheme will be open for applications from today 
Thursday 4th December and will close at noon on Friday 30th 
January.

Support While Waiting Grant Scheme 
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Central Good Relations Fund | The Executive Office

The Education Minister, Paul Givan, launched the draft 
Executive Early Learning and Childcare (ELC) Strategy.  

The draft Strategy, agreed by the Executive, sets out plans to 
transform early learning and childcare in Northern Ireland by 
expanding provision, easing financial pressures on families 
and strengthening the sustainability of the childcare sector. 

The draft ELC Strategy and details of the consultation can be 
found at:
Consultation on the draft Executive Early Learning and 
Childcare Strategy | Department of Education

The consultation will run until 24 March 
2026.

https://www.executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk/articles/central-good-relations-fund
https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-draft-executive-early-learning-and-childcare-strategy
https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-draft-executive-early-learning-and-childcare-strategy




Free laptops for young people in Northern Ireland

Families who can’t afford a laptop may be able to get support from Digital Poverty Alliance. Their 
latest programme provides a free refurbished laptop for young people aged 11–16.
It’s aimed at young people who are experiencing health issues or disabilities, supporting someone 
with health needs, have special or additional educational needs, have experience of the care system, 
or are engaged with family support services.
Applying is straightforward. Families complete a short form, and a trusted professional such as a GP, 
social worker, school nurse or family support worker confirms that the young person would benefit. 
This helps ensure the support reaches those who need it most.
Places are limited and allocated on a first-come, first-served basis once verified. More details and the 
online application form can be found here: https://digitalpovertyalliance.org/tech4youth/
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Jobs and Training Opportunities 



Jobs and Training Opportunities 

Northern Ireland - National Energy Action (NEA)
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