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Newington Housing Associations’

Brian Mullan Community Fund

Now open for winter 2026

The health & wellbeing of people living in the local communities in North Belfast is extremely important to us, in Newington Housing 

Association. The Brian Mullan Community Fund has been designed to support organisations and projects that promote inclusion, 

strengthen communities, and improve individual lives. 

We therefore are seeking to invest in activities that have a significant and positive social impact for all.  The Brian Mullan Community Fund 

aims to support voluntary and community organisations that are currently operating within North Belfast, to deliver one a programme or 

one-off project for residents.

Our total funding pot is £15,000.  All applications will be considered in line with the criteria outlined below.  In previous years applications 

have been supported that help foodbanks, mental health and wellbeing, social isolation Arts and sport.  

How to Apply

If you are interested in applying for financial support ranging from £250 to £1,000.  Please contact our Community Engagement Officer, 

Sadie Reid on 028 9074 4055 or email s.reid@newingtonha.co.uk 

Any voluntary and community organisations wishing to apply must:

• be based within North Belfast BT13, BT14 & BT15 or 

• intend to deliver their proposed project within the North Belfast area.

Applications are available on request. All completed applications must be submitted via email or delivered to Newington Housing 

Association, 300 Limestone Road, Belfast, BT15 3AR by 20/11/2026







Hi, 

I am the Play Ambassador in Blackie River Community Centre, and my role is to support interaction, play and learning in the home, whilst supporting 

parents to understand child development; and promoting the voice of the child through the adult. I do this through play based group activities, or 1:1 within 

the home. 

Although based in Blackie River Centre, I work across West Belfast, with different organisations to deliver play workshops/sessions including Baby Massage, 

Baby Yoga, Sensory and theme based play. I aim to provide activity ideas, using common household items and can be replicated within the home. 

To support continued play and learning in the home, I also promote an app called Easy-peasy. 

EasyPeasy’s evidence-based, integrated, and scalable support programme is proven to enhance early years development from birth to age 5, improve 

the home learning environment, and close the gap in school readiness for children in communities across the country.

The app – which is used by many local authorities in England as part of the “Good Level of Development” strategy - provides evidence based information, 

play ideas, information on child development, parenting etc

It’s a great resource for support and guidance for parents/practitioners. It has over 2000 play ideas, 102 different languages, games and many topics for 

everyday routines. Its covers the areas of development(SPICE), age appropriate activities that meet the children’s abilities to help them reach their skills 

they need. 

I have arranged free on-line training for practitioners who work with families and children on the use of this app, our unique access code and accessing 

the app themselves and for parents. 

Training will take place via Microsoft teams Tuesday 8th December 2026. It will give you an overview of the app, the benefits for your organisation, and 

how you can use it to support families. 

Please contact me – Siobhan Clarke – to book your place on this session

Kind Regards, 

Siobhan Clarke

Play Ambassador 

Blackie River Community Groups

43 Beechmount Pass 

Belfast, BT12 7NU

028 9031 9634









Christmas 2026: Relaxed: The Muppet Christmas Carol 

showing at Queen's Film Theatre, Belfast.

https://queensfilmtheatre.com/whats-on/Relaxed-The-Muppet-Christmas-Carol


https://canva.link/sbrnlmqywywcn11

https://canva.link/sbrnlmqywywcn11


https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/community-screening-

unauthorised-absence-tickets-2004487031671

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/community-screening-unauthorised-absence-tickets-2004487031671


ASCERT is a Northern Ireland Charity Providing Services that Have Been Reducing Alcohol and 

Drug Related Harm in our Communities since 1998.

We Support Positive Change in the Community and Provide Prevention, Intervention, and Training 

Services for Children, Young People, Adults, Families, and Professionals.

Charity Number NIC101239

https://uk.indeed.com/job/family-support-worker-1-

year-maternity-cover-522064f1e5fa61e9

Job Opportunity 

https://uk.indeed.com/job/family-support-worker-1-year-maternity-cover-522064f1e5fa61e9


ASCERT is a Northern Ireland Charity Providing Services that Have Been Reducing Alcohol and 

Drug Related Harm in our Communities since 1998.

We Support Positive Change in the Community and Provide Prevention, Intervention, and Training 

Services for Children, Young People, Adults, Families, and Professionals.

Charity Number NIC101239

Job Opportunity 

Youth Project Worker (PW2) | Barnardo's jobs

https://jobs.barnardos.org.uk/jobs/vacancy/youth-project-worker-pw2-23919/24869/description/


ASCERT is a Northern Ireland Charity Providing Services that Have Been Reducing Alcohol and 

Drug Related Harm in our Communities since 1998.

We Support Positive Change in the Community and Provide Prevention, Intervention, and Training 

Services for Children, Young People, Adults, Families, and Professionals.

Charity Number NIC101239

Job Opportunity 

Saturday Club Leader (PW1) | Barnardo's jobs

https://jobs.barnardos.org.uk/jobs/vacancy/saturday-club-leader-pw1-23972/24922/description/


ASCERT is a Northern Ireland Charity Providing Services that Have Been Reducing Alcohol and 

Drug Related Harm in our Communities since 1998.

We Support Positive Change in the Community and Provide Prevention, Intervention, and Training 

Services for Children, Young People, Adults, Families, and Professionals.

Charity Number NIC101239

Training Opportunity 

I’m getting in touch to share two upcoming training opportunities in Belfast for professionals supporting parents and babies:

IAIM Infant Massage Instructor Training on 1–4 March 2027, followed by an IAIM Instructor Refresher Day on 5 

March.

I’m Crystal Miles, founder of Connected Babies and an International Trainer with the International Association of Infant 

Massage (IAIM). I work with health trusts, charities and family services to train practitioners to deliver infant massage with 

connection, communication and responsive caregiving at its heart. The IAIM is the training provider of choice for the health 

trusts of Northern Ireland, whose staff we train regularly, and the original, largest and only infant massage association in the

world with a presence in over 100 countries!

With staff changes, new service priorities and the demands of everyday practice, having opportunities to train new colleagues

and support experienced instructors helps keep a strong infant massage offer within your service.

IAIM Infant Massage Instructor Training

Monday 1st–Thursday 4th March 2027 | Belfast

This comprehensive, research-informed training prepares practitioners to teach parents and carers infant massage, while 

developing their understanding of infant cues, bonding and attachment, nurturing touch and group facilitation.

Parents massage their own babies while instructors demonstrate using a doll. Throughout the programme, we help parents 

recognise their baby’s readiness to engage, respond when they need a pause and build confidence in their own ability to 

understand and comfort them. Sessions also create valuable space for parents to share experiences and find support.

For organisations, training members of your own team can help build an ongoing infant massage offer delivered by 

practitioners who know your families and understand your wider services.

IAIM Instructor Refresher Day

Friday 5th March 2027 | Belfast

For existing certified IAIM instructors, this day offers time to revisit the strokes, ask questions, reflect on teaching experiences 

and reconnect with the principles behind the programme. It is an opportunity to renew confidence, particularly after a break 

from teaching, and learn alongside fellow practitioners.

Crystal Miles

IAIM International Trainer

Connected Babies

+44 7778 343188

www.connectedbabies.co.uk

www.iaim.org.uk

Socials: @connectedbabies

http://www.connectedbabies.co.uk/
http://www.iaim.org.uk/



