
 

 

 

CHILDREN’S SERVICES PLANNING 
COOKSTOWN LOCALITY PLANNING GROUP 

 
Thursday 7 th August 2014 at 10:00am 

Gortalowry House 
 

Attendance 
Martin McCann   TIPSA 
Gemma Lutton    CSP 
Deidre McCann   PCSP, Cookstown District Council 
Kirstie McCammon  Cookstown District Council 
Emma Tener   Cancer Focus 
Joanne McAuley   Cookstown& Magherafelt Volunteer Centre 
Ursula Marshall   Cookstown Disability Forum 
Therese Kelly   Cookstown District Council 
Carmel Kelly   Education Welfare Service 
Claire Johnston   Network Personnel 
Gail Anderson   Network Personnel 
Martina Watson   Mid Ulster Women’s Aid 
Sharon Dillon   Citizens Advice Bureau  
Claire McKay   NICMA 
Sandra Anderson  CSP 
 
Apologies 
Sean McElhatton   Good Relations, Cookstown District Council 
Pam Nugent   The Laurence Trust 
Kathryn Beirne   Simon Community 
Frances McKenna  Mid Ulster Child Contact Centre 
Michele McKeown Cookstown and Magherafelt Volunteer 

Centre 
Janice McMullan   Community Family Support 
Lisa Montgomery   MAST’s 
Selena Ramsey   CYPSP 
 
 
 
 
 



1. Introductions and Apologies 
 
Ursula opened and welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Minutes of 
previous meeting held on 5th June 2014. 
 
 
2. Minutes of the Last Meeting 
 
These were read through and agreed as correct by those present. 
 
 
3. Matters Arising 
 
Volunteer road show run by CYPSP bi-annually has been arranged with 
the two post primary schools in Cookstown for Tuesday 30th September. 
This road show would be for secondary school ages. 
 
Cookstown and Magherafelt Volunteer Centre have also arranged 
something similar, two days after this in Cookstown. This road show 
would be held on Thursday 2nd October and would be open to people of 
all ages. 
 
There was a discussion about combining the two roadshows into one, 
and it was put to the table for any suggestions.  It was decided by those 
present at the meeting that Sandra and Joanne should meet to look at 
organising something together. 
 
4. Cancer Focus- Emma Tener 

 
Emma introduced herself and gave an overview of work which Cancer 
Focus carries out.  Emma explained she is a Family Support worker, 
working alongside LILAC in Cookstown.  She works with families, where 
a family member has been diagnosed with cancer.  There is no set time 
period for help, it is provided as needed.  
 
‘Climb’ programme- runs for 6 weeks, approximately 3-4 times per year. 
This helps the children realise, what the cancer patient is currently 
dealing with and lets them know that they aren’t the only child going 
through this. 
 
The role of the Family Support Officer is to prepare the child for the 
changes which are ahead of the family. There are different story books 
and workshops used to help explain these changes.  



There are also memory boxes, which can be filled with things that 
remind the child of the parent/family member which has passed away. 
Cancer Focus hold a bereavement night in Belfast, which offers children 
the opportunity to meet other children who have also lost a close family 
member through cancer. 
 
There is no strict referral process- can self-refer, or go via the doctor. 
 
Ursula thanked Emma for her presentation and invited questions. 

 
5. Update- Supporting Families Subgroup 
 
Mary noted that the subgroup formed 1 year ago.  They identified a clear 
gap – support for families with disabled children and decided to apply for 
funding from the Big Lottery Fund. 
 
They have looked at the Homestart model and have met with Margaret 
Thompson- Antrim Homestart to discuss it further. There was a long 
discussion re: volunteers and holding them has proved to be difficult.  It 
was therefore decided to make the position a paid position for a social 
worker. 
 
The group have met on several occasions to discuss the core aims of 
the Big Lottery Fund application.  The key issue was identified as ‘Family 
Support for children with a disability’.  
 
The group have got the statistics needed to evidence a need for this 
project.  The application has to be in by the end of September.  Conor 
and Anne Marie have agreed to be lead partner and employ the workers. 
However the group are struggling to get a key partner on-board with the 
knowledge and expertise of children’s disabilities to drive the application 
forward.  They therefore brought this information back to the CYPSP 
meeting to discuss the options. 
 
Ursula agreed to take the information back to the disability forum and 
check if there is/are any partners who would be prepared to take this on. 
Ursula suggested taking the project to the Disability Forum to see if they 
could provide any support.  

 
 
 
 
 



6. Update- Disability Forum 
 

Allen is currently off, so no update has been provided.  The summer 
scheme is running for two weeks for 14-18 year olds over the summer 
with good numbers expected. 

 
7. Update- Family Support Hub 
 
The Family Support Hub is gathering momentum at present.  Action for 
Children have won the tender for the Family Support Hubs which will 
ensure it is better supported and also should improve communication 
with the locality group. 
 
There were approximately 7 new referrals in at the last meeting. 
Referrals are now going to Action for Children, who are screening them 
first.  More referrals have come in recently for behavioural difficulties. 
Threshold has increased for social services intervention.  The group 
meets in the Barnardos Office in Magherafelt once per month. 
 
8. Membership Update 
 
Therese Kelly- Health and Wellbeing, Cookstown District Council: 
The ‘Make a Change’ Programme for the unemployed has now finished. 
It has replaced with an over 50s programme for eating well and being 
healthier. It employs 3 staff in the Mid Ulster area.  
 
Hearty lives - British Heart Foundation funding has ceased.  Cookstown 
District Council are hoping to sustain this programme (subject to 
funding).  They are hoping to look at younger persons with disabilities  
and possibly offer a cook-it programme.   Energy efficiency programme  
is on-going. 
 
Fuel poverty programme will be launched.  Boiler replacement, cavity 
and solid wall insulation etc.  Home Accident Prevention Officer will visit 
homes of under 5’s and over 65’s. 
 
Network Personnel-  
They are hoping to run a child-minding package in September, as well 
as a SAGE package.  Running a workshop in conjunction with the Simon 
Community- money management, anti-social behaviour etc. 
 
 
 



NICMA-  
Clare updated that NICMA are delivering a positive behaviour 
management programme currently.  There are two child development 
apps available to download onto your phone- good for both child-
minders and parents. 
 
Health and Safety in child minding setting- can work through the app, 
download and print certificate upon completion.  Paediatric child 
protection course required. 
 
TIPSA- 
No more information received re: tenders.  TIPSA are going to be in the 
Women’s refuge in Cookstown on the second Tuesday of every month 
for one hour, starting in September to provide support and advice for 
anyone who wishes to avail of it. 
 
They are currently getting ready for the other programmes starting in 
September. 
 
Mid Ulster Women’s Aid-  
Office in Dungannon is open Monday and Wednesday. Office in 
Maghera is open Tuesday and Thursday afternoons. 
 
They are currently very busy at the resource centre (at capacity). 
The programmes for schools and women will start in September. 
 
Citizens Advice Bureau- 
‘Taking the initiative’- free counselling via NHSCT. It is proving to be 
hard to get referrals at the minute. The programme focuses on the 
impact of alcohol on families. Referral pathway via CAB. 
 

 
9. Any other Business 
 
None noted 
 
 
10. Date, Time and Venue of Next Meeting 
 
Thursday 2nd October, 10.00am in Gortalowry House. 
 
 
 


