
 

 

Youth Provider Network Meeting / Information Meeting 

12th September 2013 

12am 

Venue: Action for Children, Enniskillen 

Minutes 

 

PRESENT: Brenda Burns Breakthru 

 Roisin McILLhome  
         

Youth Action NI 

 Bernadette O'Shea 
 

FIND/ The Hangout 

 Joe Hamill Northern Ireland Youth Forum - 
Champions for Change 

 Thomas O'Reilly 
 

Newtownbutler Together 

 Sharon Hughes 
 

WELB Youth Service 

 Clare McClintock 
 

Action for Children 

 Sonya Johnston 
 

Action for Children 

 Caoimhe Harkin 
 

VOYPIC 

 Priscilla Magee Children's and Young People's 
Strategic Partnership 

 Debbie Coyle 
 

Cavanaleck Community Centre 

 Imelda McQuaid 
 

Connection 

 Sophie Mullan 
 

Princes Trust 

APOLOGIES: Caoimhe Harkin       VOYPIC 
 

 Fergal Barr   
 

Youth Action 

 Helen O’Neil 
 

Family Support NI 

   
 

  



 
Introductions and Apologies 
Everyone introduced themselves and gave a short description of what 
they do and who their organisation targets or which young people they 
work with. It was decided that a distribution list of everyone’s email 
address would be sent out and Sophie Mullen very kindly offered to 
collate this and Priscilla will distribute. 
 
Action  
Sophie to collate list and Priscilla to distribute 
 
Why We Are Here? 
Everyone present agreed that we need a more efficient way of networking 
and communicating between youth providers and it was hoped that this 
meeting would move this concept further. People did not want to have to 
travel to more meeting, some having to travel right across the County, but 
people felt that there needs to be some way to get information flowing in 
both directions among youth providers. 
 
What We Hope to Achieve? 
People felt that the fact that we had even met and shared our remits was 
a start that could quite easily be built on. Priscilla explained how she had 
entered the Talk Talk Competition to win some funding that would allow a 
website to be created that only the providers could enter to share training, 
resources and news. If this is not successful she said that she will try 
elsewhere as it would be good to pilot this idea in such a rural area. 
 
What Do We Hope To Find Out? 
Those present felt that there had been massive changes within youth 
work, with the focus less on youth clubs and more on interventions. This 
is more difficult to achieve in Fermanagh were the rurality comes into play 
and everyone agreed that the time spent and fuel bills of youth workers 
was a challenge that was not always factored into funding proposals. 
There was some suggestion particularly from providers who are regional 
that sometimes it is challenging to recruit young people, so if there was 
more interaction and liaising between agencies that this might improve.  
 
Priscilla said that her particular interest was the numerous pieces of 
research that had been carried out about the area, but they have never 
been collated together, most people were unaware of their existence or 
what they were actually saying. Priscilla said that sometime in the future 
she would like to see some desk research being completed and these 
pieces brought into some central, accessible internet site so that they 
could be used as evidence of what the County actually needs and where. 
 
 

  



Exercise In Small Groups Using A Youth Provision Compass 
The group divided into the four areas of Fermanagh North, South, East 
and West to plot what provision there was in each area with Enniskillen at 
the centre. Some of the areas like Belleek, Boho & Rosslea struggled to 
find provision and a pattern could be seen to emerge. Around Schools 
and Leisure centres in areas outside of Enniskillen you have limited 
provision and it was felt that the Churches and sporting organisations are 
then the organisations that fill the gap in these areas. It was felt that 
provisions that use volunteers are struggling to survive and unless 
support is put in now may not continue into the future and then these 
areas will be left with very little. 
 
What Are The Gaps and Who Can Fill Them? 
It was discussed that families have a major role to play in youth provision 
as it seems some parents do not want to transport their children and 
unless transport is laid on they do not bring them. Getting young People 
to attend was a major discussion point with those present, people were 
not sure if young people did not see themselves as needing the type of 
provision that was being provided or they were choosing to do something 
else which interested them more. It was also felt that it was not in young 
people’s best interest to lay on transport to the Teenage Raves as there 
have been a few serious incidents on these buses but they still remained 
very popular with young people. It was felt by working together we might 
come up with some answers to the engagement problems. 
 
It was raised that the young person that maybe does not really needs the 
support will attend regular and the young person that you would love to 
reach never comes. A discussion then occurred about out of reach or 
hard to reach young people, particularly whenever consultations or 
participation events are taking place. Sharon described the work that they 
are doing with the Youth council and different agencies agreed to support 
some of their young people to join the Youth Council. 
 
Family Support Data Base, Youth Service Section 
Priscilla wanted to bring the youth section of the Family Support Data 
Base to everyone’s attention as the information for Fermanagh is quite 
sparse. Priscilla gave application forms and contact details of Helen 
O’Neil so people’s details can be placed on or updated. 
 
Conclusion 
It was decided that the session had been very useful and that it would 
benefit everyone to meet again. Priscilla to arrange next meeting in the 
New Year 
 
 
   



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

   

   

   



 



 
 


