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2013 – 2016  

UK pilot:  

Child Rights Partners 

2017 
UK launch: 

Child Friendly Cities & 
Communities (CFC) 

2020:  

Critical mass – network 

of 20 cities  

2016-2017 

Process evaluation:  

Queens Univ. Belfast  

 Derry & Strabane 
 Glasgow 
 Leeds 
 Newcastle 
 Tower Hamlets 

 Aberdeen 
 Barnet 
 Cardiff 
 Derry & Strabane 
 Newcastle 

2019:  

+ 4-5 cities  

2018:  

+ 4-5 cities  

CFC IN THE UK 
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Aberdeen City Council 

Newcastle City Council 

London Borough of 
Barnet  City of Cardiff Council 

Derry and Strabane 

CFC NETWORK IN THE UK 
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A child friendly city or community is a place 

where the voices, needs, priorities and rights 

of children are considered and taken 

seriously. 

WHAT IS A CFC? 

© Unicef UK/2018 



  

In a Child Friendly City all children: 

 Have a say about decisions that affect them  

 Can express their views freely and are encouraged and 

supported to do that  

 Can access good health, education, transport and other 

services 

 Feel safe and protected from discrimination and harm 

 Can enjoy public spaces and meet other children freely 

© Unicef UK/2018 



© Unicef UK/2018 



Discovery  Development  Delivery  

Recognition   

Action plan   
Review  

Review  

THE JOURNEY 
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• Establishing a baseline 

• Survey 

• Pre-discovery day  

• Focus groups 

• Discovery day  

• Draft action plan 

• Action plan reviewed & refined  





 COMMUNICATION 

CULTURE  

CO-OPERATION & LEADERSHIP 

SAFE & SECURE  CHILD-FRIENDLY POLICIES 

HEALTHY  PLACE 

PARTICIPATING  INNOVATION 

EQUAL & INCLUDED  EDUCATION & LEARNING 

FLOURISHING  FAMILY & BELONGING 

OUR BADGE FRAMEWORK 
M

andatory x3 
Optional x3 
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 COMMUNICATION 

CULTURE  

CO-OPERATION & LEADERSHIP 

HEALTHY 

 EDUCATION & LEARNING 

 FAMILY & BELONGING 

EXAMPLE 

CHILD FRIENDLY CITY (2020) 



  

Throughout our partners’ journey, we 

 provide a ‘child rights lens’ & implementation framework 

 help develop a vision underpinned by child rights 

 provide guidance and support  

 advocate for partners’ success 

 build the capacity of the local workforce  

 support awareness raising across the local community  

 ask provocative questions, offer constructive critique 

 support partners to achieve our common goals   

 monitor progress and evaluate results  

© Unicef UK/2017 

THE ROLE OF UNICEF 



  

40 days of Unicef staff time  

 High quality, interactive training  

 Technical assistance 

 Project management support  

 Mentoring 

Digital & physical resources 

Virtual networking groups  

Annual knowledge exchange and 
networking conference 

Recognition of progress  

A seat on the Unicef UK’s Child Rights 
in Practice Forum 

Access to:  

 Guided use of the Unicef UK 
partnership logo  

 A global Unicef Child 
Friendly Cities and 
Communities movement 
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ROLE 



STRATEGIC FIT & OPPORTUNITIES IN 
NORTHERN IRELAND 
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 Community planning – delivering better outcomes, holistic 
wellbeing, partnership approach, joint planning and delivery  

 Children’s Services Co-operation Act 2015 

 Children and Young People’s Strategy 2017-2027, incl. respects 
for children’s rights – key well-being factor   

 Children and Young People's Strategic Partnership &  Children 
and Young People’s Plan  

− improving wellbeing and realising rights  

− CYPSP Principles, incl. incorporation of children’s rights in 
the planning and delivery of services 

 

STATEGIC FIT 



  

Equity & Inclusion  

Child Rights Culture,  
Knowledge & 

Understanding 

Health  

Safety & Security  

Flourishing 
Leadership &  
Participatory  
Governance 

Participation  

Place 

 Communication &  
Transparency 

Family &  
Belonging  

Source: Children and Young People’s Strategy 2017-2027 Consultation Document, Dec 2016 
https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/consultations/education/Children%20and%20young%20people%27s%20strategy%20%284%29.pdf  

https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/consultations/education/Children and young people's strategy (4).pdf
https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/consultations/education/Children and young people's strategy (4).pdf
https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/consultations/education/Children and young people's strategy (4).pdf
https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/consultations/education/Children and young people's strategy (4).pdf


THANK YOU – FOR MORE INFO 
W: www.unicef.org.uk/child-friendly-cities/ 

E:  cfc@unicef.org.uk 


