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Locality Planning Belfast

We are delighted to say a massive congratulations to 

Charlene on the birth of her beautiful baby girl ROSIE 



Parenting Focus have organised some opportunities 

that might be of interest to your families. You are very 

welcome to share as appropriate and any parents that 

are interested just need to call our support line on 

0808 8010 722 to book their space (posters 

attached). Many thanks in advance, Kelly

Odyssey Parenting Your Teen

Wednesday 2nd October, 7-9pm x 8 weeks via zoom

Summerhill Cost of Living programme

Thursday 26th September, 7-9pm x 4 weeks via zoom 

OR Friday 4th October, 10am – 12noon x 4 weeks via 

zoom

Listen up Speak up is an NSPCC campaign aimed at empowering 

people to know what to do if they’re ever worried about a child or 

family. 

We are offering free face-to-face and virtual workshops to 

community groups, businesses, schools, and any organisations 

wanting to learn how we can all keep children safe. 

There are more details in the attached flyer, and we would be more 

than happy to speak to you if you have any queries. We are starting 

to book in workshops now, for delivery from October onwards so 

please let me know if you would like to book a workshop and we 

can put a date in the diary. 



Today, Action for Children launch a report across the UK called “A Place to Call 

Home”. The reports, including one specific to the NI context are all available here: 

www.actionforchildren.uk/APlaceToCallHomeReport

We believe every child in the care system deserves a safe, loving home. They 

should receive the highest quality care, in a home that is well-matched to 

their individual needs, so that they can thrive.

But it’s widely recognised that care systems across the UK are failing to deliver 

good experiences and outcomes for every child in care. 

Currently there aren’t enough of the right types of home - foster or residential - in 

the right parts of the country, to meet children’s needs. Too many children are in 

inappropriate homes, without the right support, without stability, and without the 

ability to nurture key relationships. 

In NI, many also face multiple additional barriers linked to other policy areas 

outside of Health and Social Care. To name a few examples revealed in this report, 

housing allocations take no account of whether an 18-year-old has care-

experience, and Universal Credit offers insufficient amounts to provide stability for 

more challenging transitions into adulthood in the absence of wider family or 

community support structures. I’ve attached Paddy’s story- shared with permission-

to highlight how this impacts his life, and too many others within the care system.

We hope you might be interested in the NI research, which has recommendations 

specific to our local context as well as the wider picture in the UK. If you have any 

queries or would like to talk further, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

Credit Insights Await: Don’t Miss Our October Event! 

Money Guiders Northern Ireland Network - September 

2024 Newsletter

 About - Money Guiders -

Knowledge Hub (khub.net)

 Pension Credit is now key 

to keeping your Winter 

Fuel Payment | 

MoneyHelper

Blessed Trinity College is running their annual ‘Supporting Our 
Teens’ Event on Wednesday 23rd Oct 7-8.30pm and are inviting 
Hub members to host a stall. 

This event is extremely popular with their students and their 
parents and allows Blessed Trinity College to showcase all the 
supports that are available in our locality.

If you wish to attend, please email Colin McAllister 
cmcallister833@trinitycollege.belfast.ni.sch.uk

https://www.actionforchildren.uk/APlaceToCallHomeReport
https://media.actionforchildren.org.uk/documents/A_Place_to_Call_Home_in_Northern_Ireland_NEW_2.pdf
https://khub.net/web/moneyguiders?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8WLi5fk6iCF3QC6yD4Lf8GZ5MbWcD1BqZTDZtIowJ29x671tfr-yvtRCDI0-ST136UXkpmcRNCb3J_FHqGOleu4tmaXN-3W9hSSmgqtVvD2V4qD8o&_hsmi=324155789&utm_content=324155789&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.moneyhelper.org.uk/en/blog/benefits-entitlements/pension-credit-key-to-keeping-winter-fuel-payment
mailto:cmcallister833@trinitycollege.belfast.ni.sch.uk


I have been working as an associate with Contact UK as part of a NI Dormant Accounts Funded project over the past 12 months, 

supporting families and practitioners caring for children with additional needs across Northern Ireland.

The project is coming to an end and Contact is in a position to offer 2 online, CPD accredited practitioner workshops to colleagues in health 

and social care in Northern Ireland at a heavily discounted rate.

Workshop 1 on is focused on Toilet Training for Children with Additional Needs and Workshop 2 is focused on Supporting Parent Carers 

caring for Children with Additional Needs, both delivered within the latest evidence base.

Each workshop is facilitated by a trained Family Support Consultant and is available for up to 30 participants for a total cost of £695. CPD 

Certification will be provided following the workshop.

If you would like more information about the workshop content and booking arrangements, please let me know. Please also share this 

information with relevant contacts if you can.

Catherine Murnin

The Wellbeing Pathway

email: catherine@thewellbeingpathway.com

phone: 07538 646 745

web: https://thewellbeingpathway.com

Children in Northern Ireland (CiNI) is conducting research and gathering evidence on behalf of its members to understand and analyse the 

current funding environment for organisations delivering services and support to children, young people and families in 2024/25.

As a Member of CiNI, we need your response to our Funding Survey, which closes on 4th October: https://forms.office.com/e/Rafr4aDPrZ

This should take around 10 minutes of your time, and the information that you provide will remain confidential. We intend to share the key 

findings with important stakeholders such as the NI Executive and government departments as part of our efforts to advocate for 

improvement in children's services, address current funding challenges, and upholding children's rights.

We would also really appreciate any support with sharing/reposting the social media content relating to the Funding Survey and forwarding 

this email to relevant colleagues who deliver support/services for children. We are hoping to reach a wide range of organisations across 

various sectors.

If you have any questions regarding this survey, or would like to find out more, please contact: ernest@ci-ni.org.uk.

mailto:catherine@thewellbeingpathway.com
https://thewellbeingpathway.com/
https://forms.office.com/e/Rafr4aDPrZ
mailto:ernest@ci-ni.org.uk


 

E X P R E S S I O N  O F  I N T E R E S T  F O R  T H E  P O S I T I O N  O F  C H A I R P E R S O N  O F  T H E  T H E M A T I C  W O R K I N G  

G R O U P S  O F  T H E  N O R T H  B E L F A S T  C O M M U N I T Y  P A R T N E R S H I P  

1. Introduction 

The North Belfast Partnership Board ceased trading in February 2018 since then North Belfast has 

missed opportunities regarding funding, capital builds, strategic partnerships. 

The Department for Communities are currently undertaking review of Neighbourhood Renewal and 

the direction of travel seems to be that any new programme in Belfast will be based around area plans, 

and managed through area partnerships. 

To address both of these realties the four Neighbourhood Renewal Partnerships (Ballysillan and Upper 

Ardoyne, C rumlin /Ardoyne, Inner North and Ligoniel) have been working with stakeholders from the 

community, statutory, voluntary and political sectors to develop a cohesive North Belfast voice. 

 

2. Background  

Following extensive consultation and engagement a new North Belfast Community Partnership 

(NBCP) is currently being formed to; 

 Provide a strategic vision and context for guiding regeneration, planning and development. 
 Identify and promote a portfolio of strategic regeneration activities. 
 Identify investment priorities and support the sourcing of suitable financing. 
 Provide a clear and overarching North Belfast wrap around activity plan, which incorporates 

and recognises the importance local neighbourhood action plans. 
 Act as promotional champion for North Belfast. 
 Contribute to the design, development and implementation of existing and emerging 

relevant policies, projects and initiatives. 

The role of the partnership is not to act as a delivery agent. 
 

3. The Proposal   

The Partnership have an agreed vision, mission, and strategic priorities (Appendix 1). The next body 

of work involves the development of a five- year action plan for each of the following eleven agreed 

thematic priorities: 

 Theme 1 : Early Intervention for C hildren and Families 

 Theme 2 : Destitution /Poverty  

 Theme 3 : Inclusive C ommunities  

 Theme 4 : S afer Communities  

 Theme 5 : C ultural , Arts ,Sport and Faith 

 Theme 6 : Regeneration  

 Theme 7 : Health and Wellbeing 

 Theme 8 : Economic Prosperity  

 Theme 9 : Education 

 Theme 10 : Youth  

 Theme 11 : Environment 

 The action plan for each of the eleven themes will be developed over a six- month period (October 

2024- March 2025) ,  by stakeholders from the community, statutory, voluntary, and private sectors 

with a North Belfast specific interest in each of the thematic areas. 

Please find attached the expression of interest for the roles of 
chairperson in each of the eleven thematic working groups of 
the North Belfast Community Partnership pilot .

The time scale of the appointment process is :

 04-09-2024 - Expressions of Interests issued.
 13-09-2024 – Expressions of interest returned .
 16-09-2024 – If more than one expression of interest has 

been received, they will be issued to members of 
the relevant thematic groups who will then vote for their 
preference. 

 20-09-2024 – Votes from thematic Sub Groups returned.
 23-09- 2024 – Thematic Working chairs appointed for the 

duration of the pilot.





If you have any information you would like to share across our 

Locality Planning Group members in Belfast please email to:  

LocalityPlanning@belfasttrust.hscni.net

mailto:LocalityPlanning@belfasttrust.hscni.net

