
Locality Planning Belfast
Information Update 20/02/25

If you have any information you would like to share across our Locality Planning Group members in Belfast please email to: 
to:  LocalityPlanning@belfasttrust.hscni.net

Online Safety Training Needs Analysis -
Children's Workforce Survey launches on 
Safer Internet Day 

The National Children’s Bureau, 
commissioned by the SBNI, has launched 
a training needs analysis survey for the 
children’s workforce as part of the NI 
Executive’s Online Safety Strategy Action 

Plan. Your input will help to understand 
the current experience of learning and 
development in online safety and identify 
future training and development needs.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/OnlineSafetyTrainingNA

mailto:LocalityPlanning@belfasttrust.hscni.net
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/health/online-safety-action-plan.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/OnlineSafetyTrainingNA


An NI Bereavement Network Children and Young People (CYP) Engagement event 

will be held in the Junction Conference Centre, Dungannon on Friday 28 February 

2025 from 10.00am until 12.30pm. The workshop will be in a hybrid format with the 

option of attending in-person (limited to 60 attendees) or on-line.

The Network is keen for children and young people; parents; and teachers to 

be represented at the event – please consider sharing with those you are in 

contact with that may be interested.

The purpose of the ‘Have Your Say’ event will be to capture the bereavement 

experiences of CYP including the support that was offered to them; what helped 

them most; what they think could have helped; and what is likely to help in the 

future. 

The discussions at the event will help inform the development of a CYP 

Bereavement Charter to act as a ‘building block’ for the 10 year Bereavement 

Strategy should the necessary resources become available for this work in the 

future. 

If you are interested in registering or finding out more- email Gary at E: 

Gary.Tedford@health-ni.gov.uk

Children and Young People - Bereaved NI

mailto:Gary.Tedford@health-ni.gov.uk
https://bereaved.hscni.net/bereavement-support/children-and-young-people/


As we have been progressing through the North Belfast Partnership thematic group meetings, it has become apparent that many groups feel there is a lack 
of support for both the voluntary groups and supporting volunteers. Therefore, we have decided to host a conference on ‘The Future of Volunteering in 
North Belfast’. It is essential we hear from all our organisations representatives, and we can have the full picture of what is needed In North Belfast to fully 
support volunteering moving forward.

The Future of Volunteering in North Belfast
The Lansdowne Hotel on

Monday 24th February 2025
At 10am

Please click on the link below to book your place.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-future-of-volunteering-in-north-belfast-tickets-
1234477448279?aff=oddtdtcreator

The conference will be followed by lunch at 12noon. Please let us know if you have any dietary requirements.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-future-of-volunteering-in-north-belfast-tickets-1234477448279?aff=oddtdtcreator


PlayBoard NI are holding online information sessions 

on Wednesday 5th March at 10:30am and 3:30pm.  The 

half hour sessions will outline programme content and 

benefits to your setting.

Who is it for? 4-9 year olds

Where is it delivered? Across Belfast City Council Area

Who can take part? 

• Primary schools

• School-age childcare settings

• Community Groups

What is involved?

• Children’s play sessions

• Practitioners training

• Parents stay and play sessions

Email: playfulminds@playboard.co.uk to book your 

place

mailto:playfulminds@playboard.co.uk


Listen to Learn Report Launch

Save the Children, in partnership with the North Belfast Primary Principals 

Group and together with Young at Art, are pleased to invite you to the launch 

of the 'Listen to Learn' Research Report, outlining the results of 

the children's participatory research project which worked with nearly 80 

Primary school children in North Belfast to hear their views on learning at 

home, at school and in the community.

This event aims to platform these findings to those in education and the 

community sector in North Belfast and, aided by the Northern Ireland 

Commissioner for Children and Young People - Chris Quinn, will reflect on 

how we can, and should, ensure children's views are taken into account in 

decision-making that affects them.

The event details are:

Date: 11th March 2025

Time: 10:00 - 12:15 (registration from 9:30)

Location: Lansdowne Hotel, Fortwilliam, North Belfast

To book your place visit: https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/booking/t-lnpxqky, or 

any queries please do get in touch.

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/booking/t-lnpxqky






Department of Health - Consultation for automatic support being provided under the Help with Health Costs scheme for Universal Credit recipients

Summary

The purpose of this consultation is to outline the potential changes to the eligibility criteria for automatic support being provided under the Help with Health Costs scheme for 

Universal Credit recipients.

https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/consultations/help-health-costs-consultation

Consultation description

The Help with Health Costs scheme provides individuals, primarily on low incomes, with help towards the cost of dental treatment, eyesight tests, glasses or contact lenses, 

and travel costs for Health and Social Care (HSC) treatment, on referral by a doctor or dentist. Individuals in receipt of certain legacy benefits are entitled to help from the 

scheme without having to make an application, that is they are ‘automatically passported’.

This is not the case for individuals in receipt of Universal Credit as the legislation has not been amended to reflect its introduction in Northern Ireland, therefore it is not an 

automatically passporting benefit.

This consultation seeks your views on the proposed eligibility criteria with the aim of ensuring that those most in need automatically receive help to access these very 

important healthcare services. Until changes to the eligibility criteria are introduced, those receiving Universal Credit can continue to receive support through the 

Department’s Low Income Scheme.

Ways to respond

The Department of Health wishes to hear from a wide range of interested persons and organisations.

Before you submit your response, please read the consultation paper which sets out the proposals for consideration.

Respond online - https://consultations2.nidirect.gov.uk/doh-1/consultation-on-help-with-health-costs/

CONSULTATION OPENED ON 27 JANUARY 2025 AND CLOSES ON 10 MARCH 2025

https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/consultations/help-health-costs-consultation
https://consultations2.nidirect.gov.uk/doh-1/consultation-on-help-with-health-costs/


To book a place on any of the courses, please email 

communitysupport@belfastcity.gov.uk and give the 

following details:

•Which course and date you would like to book

•The name(s) of those attending and the group you are 

from (PLEASE NOTE: A maximum of 2 people from 

any one group can attend)

•Contact email(s) for those attending

•Any specific requirements participants may have, for 

example dietary or access

mailto:communitysupport@belfastcity.gov.uk


Applications for our Summer Community Diversionary Programme 2025-2027 are now 

open, with a closing date of Friday 28 February at 10am.

This programme provides funding to eligible community-based groups in Belfast working to 

support young people and communities during July and August, specifically around the key 

dates of 11 July and 8 August. 

Online info sessions will also take place on: 

📅 Friday 7 February at 12pm

📅 Monday 17 February at 1pm

Groups can join us to get advice on the application process and eligibility criteria. To book 

your place or ask for more information, email SCDF@belfastcity.gov.uk

Search 'funding' on our website for further information and details of how to apply. Grants 

and funding | Belfast City Council

mailto:SCDF@belfastcity.gov.uk
https://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/funding






One of the aims of the event is to raise aspirations towards entrepreneurship 

and it will have a disability focus (recognising specific barriers that exist for 

persons with a disability). We have panel representation from the likes of 

Empower Consortium and Inspire Wellbeing as well as links to other 

supports at the event itself.

Founder of ‘Run in the Dark’ and Chairman of Collaborative Cures, Mark has 

been involved in catalysing collaborations worth over $100 million on his 

mission to cure paralysis. Everything he does is about inspiring others to 

build resilience and belief so that they achieve more than they thought 

possible.

His sporting career was on the up, when he was suddenly struck by total 

blindness at the age of 22. Unbroken by this, he went on to compete in ultra-

endurance challenges, including a race to the South Pole and 6 marathons in 

7 days in the Gobi Desert.

In 2010, a fall from a second story window nearly killed him. Mark broke his 

back and the damage to his spinal cord left him paralysed. Now he is on a 

new expedition, this time exploring the intersection where humans and 

technology collide to cure paralysis in our lifetime. He has inspired the 

founders of some of the planet’s best-known businesses and been invited to 

speak at TED, Davos, and the World Economic Forum. Mark will share his 

own unexpected entrepreneurial journey and his insights on how 

entrepreneurship can be an ideal vehicle to turn challenges into 

opportunities.

FEARLESS - Podiem

https://www.podiem.com/fearless/






📢 The King Charles III Charitable Fund small grants programme 
is now open!
Grants of up to £15,000 over 3 years are available for 
organisations working across social inclusion / health & 
wellbeing funding themes and priority areas. 
📅 Apply between 10-24 February - they expect high demand, 
so don't wait!
Before applying, check out what they’ve funded before & read 
the guidance notes: https://tinyurl.com/3znmwv67

https://tinyurl.com/3znmwv67








Make a Difference – Join Our Helpline Team! 🌟

Do you, or someone you know, want to make a real 

impact? Join our invaluable Helpline Team and help 

provide crucial support to those who need it most.

In this role, you’ll offer a listening ear, expert 

information, practical advice, and immediate 

assistance to autistic individuals, parents, carers, and 

professionals facing a wide range of needs. Don't 

miss out – click the link below to learn more! 💙💚
 https://autismni.org/careers/helplinesupportofficer

Job and Training Opportunities 

ASCERT are working with partner organisations to roll out a pilot project which you may be interested in. 

Building on work initiated by SEHSCT, WHSCT and ASCERT and supported by the PHA and SPPG the focus 
of this pilot project is to develop and make available regionally, a number of evidence-based self-help 
resources as low intensity interventions to supporting wellbeing. Low intensity interventions are defined 
as self-help or guided self-help for those experiencing mild or moderate mood or anxiety difficulties, 
delivered by someone trained in the intervention. 

The first phase of this initiative is to focus on two self-care resources;
 Using Self Compassion to Improve Wellbeing and Support Growth
 Bend Don’t Break: Building strengths that build resilience

The initial phase of the pilot is to train a small number of practitioners/trainers in one or both of these 
interventions and resources and to pilot the delivery of these in their own organisation, either for staff 
to use these with service users, or for their own wellbeing.

As this is a short pilot, participating organisation or services need to be able to identify at least one 
person to undertake the facilitator training in April and to be in a position to deliver at least 2 sessions to 
staff by mid-May. More information on the requirements and commitments for the facilitator training is 
included in the attached application pack or a digital version of the same here. 
https://forms.office.com/e/KQksedaetk Early Intervention Wellbeing Facilitator Training Application 
Pack - Shortcut.lnk

Application forms must be submitted by 5.00pm on Friday 7th March to elena@ascert.biz

https://autismni.org/careers/helplinesupportofficer
https://forms.office.com/e/KQksedaetk
Early Intervention Wellbeing Facilitator Training Application Pack - Shortcut.lnk
http:///?


Job & Training Opportunities 



YEHA Project – Youth 

Education Health and 

Advice

Upcoming courses from The 

King's Trust

Newsletters 

https://cypsp.hscni.net/download/39
1/family-support-hubs/45504/fsh-
newsletter-feb2025.pdf

CYP-Resource-Pack-February-

2025.pdf

https://yehaproject.com/
https://digital.kingstrust.org.uk/cr/AQif0xUQsu4YGIXrwzK6R4-8hpKVmyLP8fuXqgR_0eC9X5DJz10TzNg3Jtk1-Q
https://cypsp.hscni.net/download/391/family-support-hubs/45504/fsh-newsletter-feb2025.pdf 
file://///belnas02.belfasttrust.local/usersij/jennifer.heverin/Downloads/CYP-Resource-Pack-February-2025.pdf

