Global 16 Days Gender Based Violence Campaign —

Understanding How Technology Is Used To Perpetuate
Domestic Violence, 26th November 2024

Background

The Global 16 Days Campaign is an international campaign to challenge violence against women and girls.
The campaign runs every year from 25th November, the International Day for the Elimination of Violence
against Women, to 10 December, Human Rights Day.

In respect of this campaign, a training session was organised by Fermanagh and Omagh Police and
Community Safety Partnership, Western Domestic and Sexual Violence Partnership and Western Digital
Safeguarding Steering Group. The aim of the session was to understand more as to how technology which is
constantly changing and evolving and can be very helpful to survivors of domestic abuse, can also be used by
abusers to stalk, harass, threaten, coerce, monitor or track victims and survivors.

Steven McNeill (SHSCT) highlight some of these areas to assist practitioners understand how it is being used
and what can be done to prevent it and make victims safer.
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How much did we do?

Attendees

42 Attended

5 Community Background
37 Statutory Background

Range of Organisation Represented
Family Nurse Partnership / Health Visiting
PSNI/ PCSP

Sure Start / Women'’s Aid

WHSCT & NHSCT Health Improvement
Include Youth

NI Consumer Council

How well did we do It?

» 100% attendees who completed the evaluation considered that the session had been beneficial to
them in terms of their job role.

» 100% attendees who completed the evaluation considered that the session had enhanced their
understanding.

+ 100% attendees who completed the evaluation considered that the session would be useful for
others within their organisation.

+ 85% attendees reported learning how to update their own personal online safety, particularly on
Facebook.



Is anyone better off?

 100% of attendees reported that their understanding had been enhanced and they would consider
changing elements of their working practice taking into consideration what they had learnt. In particular they
felt more confident in identifying the different types of control and prepared to make further enquires by
asking more probing questions for potential control.

» Shared Peer Learning - Participants shared that they would be bringing back learning to own Teams

* Increased awareness of the work of Fermanagh and Omagh Police and Community Safety Partnership,
Western Domestic and Sexual Violence Partnership and Western Digital Safeguarding Steering Group.

Recommendations moving forward

» Further discussion as to how the message goes forward of the risk from the perpetrator to the victim during
stalking incidents and the need for joint planning and organisational sharing of information if the victim is

choosing to leave the situation or challenge offender.
» Further discussion as to how the message goes forward that the threat of sharing online sexual images is a

crime.




Is anyone better off?
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